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PROJECT BACKGROUND (Estonia)

Growing amounts of imports and
increasing local donations

Decreasing quality of clothes

Lack of sorting, reuse and recycling
capacity in the region
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Figure 6: Imports from Mordic countries as share in total imports of worn textiles

DESTINATIONS OF NORDIC USED TEXTILES IN 2014 (watson, et al. 2016)
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PROJECT GOAL
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To map new and used textile flows in the Baltic states

To identify challenges and opportunities in textile collection, sorting,
reuse and recycling

To gather stakeholders for capacity building, knowledge sharing and
insights for sector development

To develop policy and sector development recommendations for
advancement of textile circularity in the Baltic region (incl. preparation of
the EU 2025 separate textile collection requirement)

To facilitate and strengthen knowledge exchange and collaboration
between actors in Baltic and Nordic countries in the value chain of used
textiles



NORDIC KNOW-HOW
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The Nordic textile commitment
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Fate, benefits and impacts
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Nordic textile reuse
and recycling

Ircreased Collection, sarng. reuse and
recycling of u3ed bextiles in the Nordic region

Summary and recommendatines

{Peleybele!

ﬁmwuuﬂ.m
- sy pars poars

o narden

Towards a Nordic textile strategy

Collection, serting, reute and reoycng of testiles

€ norden

EPR sy and new busi models
€@ noraen
Meuse and recyeling of taxtiles In the Nardic reglen

EPR-systems and new business models

Part B Policy packages 59 Iacorase e and necycling of textiles b the Mondic negien

M

The Nordic textile reuse

commitment
o norden

Prevention of Textile Waste




s

il

ll i .__._.. -.} J]! -iI.JI}J._}I,Jh | 'I




RAPID OVERVIEW OF MAPPING METHODOLOGY

Wished for result

Annual consumption of new textiles
plus trade in used textiles

Separate collection and treatment of
textiles from households and
challenges

Treatment of imported used textiles

Annual consumption of used textiles

=
=

=)
=)

Method

Eurostat import/export and production
data and conversion tables

Survey of charities, commercial
collectors, municipal waste companies
and interpolation

Surveys of wholesalers/sorting companies
and interpolation

Output from 2 and 3 above
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Euro/capita
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Consumption compared to Nordics
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Consumption patterns have potential for sustainability:

e Consumption of new clothing is low in Latvia and Lithuania (but
is growing rapidly!)

* Clothing is used more intensely before being discarded — not
such throwaway societies as Nordics (but fast fashion taking hold)

* Consumption of second-hand is high: 1/3 of total consumption in
Latvia and Lithuania, 1/6 in Estonia
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Who's collecting?
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How much do they collect?
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What share is this of textiles placed on market?
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How does this compare to other countries?
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Treatment of

separately collected
textiles




Treatment of separately collected textiles
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Treatment of separately collected textiles
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Domestic collection and treatment of used textiles struggling:

e Collection rates are low (but increasing) in Latvia and Lithuania:
majority of textiles end in mixed waste — mostly in landfill

e Quality and value of collected textiles low and falling — fast
fashion?

* Relatively low reuse rates of collected textiles —around 40-45%

e Can’t compete with quality of imported used textiles

* Very few local recycling options especially in Latvia and Estonia

e High share (42%) disposed to landfill/incineration — including
almost all textiles collected by waste companies

* No cooperation between charities/commercial collectors and
waste companies in Latvia or Lithuania

 Economic viability of collectors challenged especially in rural areas
— even more so by 2025!






What quantities of used textiles do the Baltics import

(and how does it compare to separate collection)?
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What quantities of used textiles do the Baltics import

(and how does it compare to separate collection)?
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What happens to imported used textiles?
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Where do the exported textiles end up?

Lithuania (receivers over 500 tonnes)
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Wholesale sector offer challenges and
opportunities:

e 3 out of 4 largest importers per capita of used
textiles in EU

e Baltics provide circular economy services to Nordics

e Sector generates 2000 — 4000 jobs in the region

* 18% of imports sold 2"d hand within Baltics

 Generates 17 000 tonnes of textile waste for
recycling but 12 000 tonnes exported for recycling
elsewhere

e Further 7 000 tonnes of textiles waste are landfilled
or incinerated



10NS

)
O
()

G
Q

a'e




CONCLUSION: BALTIC REGION’S TEXTILE CIRCULARITY CHALLENGES

Limited reuse

. uality and
Domestic Q | y ¢ of local
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Source: Model for Circular business eco-system for clothes by Fontell & Heikkila, 2017



CONCLUSION BALTIC REGION’S TEXTILE CIRCULARITY OPPORTUNITIES

Upgrading

- sorting facilities
Increasing Existing C|rc'ular for material
consumer consumption sorting with
awareness culture (2" hand, technology

repair etc.) New circular
business
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Source: Model for Circular business eco-system for clothes by Fontell & Heikkila, 2017
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PROJECT WEBSITEhttps://www.sei.org/projects-and-tools/projects/towards-a-
nordic-baltic-circular-textile-system/

REPORT AVAILABLE AT: https://pub.norden.org/temanord2020-526/#

CONTACTS:

David Watson
PlanMiljg, Denmark
dw@planmiljoe.dk

Kerli Kant Hvass Dace Akule

Revaluate, Denmark/Estonia Green Liberty, Latvia
kerli@revaluate.dk dace.akule@gmail.com
Kristiina Martin Viktorija Nausédé

SEI Tallinn, Estonia Textale, Lithuania
kristiina.martin@sei.org viktorija@textale.lt
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THANK YOU!
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